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at what steps the international community 
could take to deny Sudan’s Government the 
ability to fly its military aircraft over Darfur. 
And if we do not begin to see signs of good 
faith and commitments, we will hear calls for 
even sterner measures. 

The situation doesn’t have to come to that. 
I urge the United Nations Security Council 
and the African Union and all members of 
the international community to stand behind 
the Addis Ababa framework and reject ef-
forts to obstruct its implementation. The 
world needs to act. If President Bashir does 
not meet his obligations to the United States 
of America, we’ll act. 

As we continue to pressure the Govern-
ment of Sudan to meet its commitments, we 
will continue our engagement in support of 
the people of Darfur. My administration is 
increasing support for the Transitional 
Darfur Regional Authority. It’s an interim 
authority designed to help the people of 
Darfur improve local government and build 
foundations for a healthy economy. We are 
increasing support for Sudan’s First Vice 
President and the United Nations and Afri-
can Union special envoys, who are working 
to bring the rebel groups together and get 
them to sign in to the peace process. 

We’re continuing our humanitarian assist-
ance to the people of Darfur. Since 2005, 
the United States has devoted more than $2 
billion to humanitarian relief and develop-
ment, and I thank the American people for 
their generosity. We’ll continue to bring re-
lief to the people of Darfur. We’ll continue 
to insist that rebel groups and the Sudanese 
Government allow international workers to 
deliver this relief to the people who depend 
on it. 

All the people in this room and people in 
this country have a vital role to play. Every-
one ought to raise their voice. We ought to 
continue to demand that the genocide in 
Sudan be stopped. 

During my tour of the Darfur exhibits this 
morning, I was shown a photo of a one-year- 
old girl who had been shot as her mother 
fled the Janjaweed. Although the mother had 
tried to protect her baby, it was to no avail. 
When the photo was taken, an observer near-
by began to shout: ‘‘This is what they do! 

This is what happens here! Now you know! 
Now you see!’’ 

Thanks to the efforts of the people in this 
room, the world knows and the world sees. 
And now the world must act. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:32 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Fred S. Zeidman, Chair-
man, U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council; Sara J. 
Bloomfield, director, U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum; Nobel Prize winner and author Elie 
Wiesel; President Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; 
President Umar Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir and 
First Vice President Salva Kiir Mayardit of Sudan; 
United Nations Secretary-General’s Special 
Envoy for Darfur Jan Eliasson; and African Union 
Special Envoy for the Darfur Talks and Chief Me-
diator Salim Ahmed Salim. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders 
April 18, 2007 

All of us around the table care deeply 
about what happened at Virginia Tech. And 
I know I can speak for all of us here that 
we send our prayers to the families of the 
victims, and we send our prayers to the 
friends of the victims. And we also send our 
deep concerns to the Virginia Tech commu-
nity. 

This fine educational institution is going 
through a lot of trauma and pain, and all of 
us here care deeply about their lives, and 
they just need to know it. They need to know 
people grieve for them. 

I also want to thank the leaders from Con-
gress for coming down. I’m looking forward 
to what will be a—one, I suspect, of many 
conversations on this war in Iraq and other 
major foreign policy issues. 

We’re going to have a very good discus-
sion. People have strong opinions around the 
table, and I’m looking forward to listening 
to them. I’ve got my own opinion, which I’m 
more than willing to share. The whole objec-
tive is to figure out how best to get our troops 
funded, get the money they need to do the 
job that I’ve asked them to do. 

And so, again, I want to thank you all for 
coming. I’m looking forward to our discus-
sions. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. 

Statement on the Supreme Court 
Decision on Partial-Birth Abortion 
April 18, 2007 

I am pleased that the Supreme Court 
upheld a law that prohibits the abhorrent 
procedure of partial-birth abortion. Today’s 
decision affirms that the Constitution does 
not stand in the way of the people’s rep-
resentatives enacting laws reflecting the com-
passion and humanity of America. The par-
tial-birth abortion ban, which an over-
whelming bipartisan majority in Congress 
passed and I signed into law, represents a 
commitment to building a culture of life in 
America. 

The Supreme Court’s decision is an affir-
mation of the progress we have made over 
the past 6 years in protecting human dignity 
and upholding the sanctity of life. We will 
continue to work for the day when every 
child is welcomed in life and protected in 
law. 

Executive Order 13430—2007 
Amendments to the Manual For 
Courts-Martial, United States 
April 18, 2007 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including chapter 
47 of title 10, United States Code (Uniform 
Code of Military Justice, 10 U.S.C. 801–946), 
and in order to prescribe amendments to the 
Manual for Courts-Martial, United States, 
prescribed by Executive Order 12473 of 
April 13, 1984, as amended, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

Section 1. Part II of the Manual for 
Courts-Martial, United States, is amended as 
follows: 

(a) R.C.M. 703(b)(1) is amended by adding 
at the end the following new sentences: 

‘‘With the consent of both the accused and 
Government, the military judge may author-
ize any witness to testify via remote means. 
Over a party’s objection, the military judge 
may authorize any witness to testify on inter-

locutory questions via remote means or simi-
lar technology if the practical difficulties of 
producing the witness outweigh the signifi-
cance of the witness’ personal appearance 
(although such testimony will not be admis-
sible over the accused’s objection as evidence 
on the ultimate issue of guilt). Factors to be 
considered include, but are not limited to, 
the costs of producing the witness; the timing 
of the request for production of the witness; 
the potential delay in the interlocutory pro-
ceeding that may be caused by the produc-
tion of the witness; the willingness of the wit-
ness to testify in person; the likelihood of sig-
nificant interference with military oper-
ational deployment, mission accomplish-
ment, or essential training; and, for child wit-
nesses, the traumatic effect of providing in- 
court testimony.’’ 

(b) R.C.M. 804 is amended by redesig-
nating paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) as para-
graphs (c), (d), and (e), respectively, and in-
serting the following new paragraph (b): 

‘‘(b) Presence by remote means. If author-
ized by the regulations of the Secretary con-
cerned, the military judge may order the use 
of audiovisual technology, such as 
videoteleconferencing technology, between 
the parties and the military judge for pur-
poses of Article 39(a) sessions. Use of such 
audiovisual technology will satisfy the ‘‘pres-
ence’’ requirement of the accused only when 
the accused has a defense counsel physically 
present at his location. Such technology may 
include two or more remote sites as long as 
all parties can see and hear each other.’’ 

(c) R.C.M. 804(c)(2) is redesignated as 
R.C.M. 804(d)(2) and amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(2) Procedure. The accused’s absence will 
be conditional upon his being able to view 
the witness’ testimony from a remote loca-
tion. Normally, transmission of the testimony 
will include a system that will transmit the 
accused’s image and voice into the courtroom 
from a remote location as well as trans-
mission of the child’s testimony from the 
courtroom to the accused’s location. A one- 
way transmission may be used if deemed 
necessary by the military judge. The accused 
will also be provided private, contempora-
neous communication with his counsel. The 
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